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vigour to the spiritual being in question, who must be thus
reinvigorated by spiritual food and drink. If men do not
perform this necessary office, the Supreme Deity must do it.
A Parsi scholar explained the whole relation of Mazdah to
his angels thus: We may ask our servants to help us in
getting something done, but this does not compromise our
superior status* He admitted that the language was * exag-
gerated*: it is lisky to possess no word for 'worship* but
one that can be used indiscriminately of the Deity and of
angels and saints. There is real danger that such worship
will tend to become in all essentials the same thing.

It is no part of our purpose to examine the Yazads in
detail, and describe their several functions. The general
impression of the whole system concerns us more just now.
The monotheism of the Later Avestan religion has already
suggested a very obvious parallel in the history of Christianity.
The Roman Catholic or Greek Orthodox system in this
respect docs not materially differ fiom the Parsi. Mono-
theistic theory is intact, but unguarded terms have sometimes
been used concerning the various departments of human life as
though they were specially under the charge of subordinate
spiritual beings. And just as we do not address the Head of the
State when we need the intervention of public authority, but
appeal now to the local postmaster, now to a judge, and under
very special conditions to a Secretary of State, so does a
Parsi pray to Haoma for wisdom, to Verethraghna for victory,
always naming the Yazad after Ahura Mazdah and the Ame-
shaspands, but with his thought concentrated on the Yazad all
the same. Many a Christian peasant prays after a like manner.
The monotheistic theology is preserved, but it can hardly be
said that monotheistic religion remains. For when prayer is
made to any being but God, He is ipso facto thrust out from
the sphere which He claims as His own. The analogy of a
human state, or a human business concern, is utterly fallacious
when we are thinking of God, since the supreme head of the
human institution is only a man at best but abler and better